
 

                                                

 
Tight Lines Fly Fishing Company 

Guided Smallmouth Trips 
 

 
Overview and guide trip options 
 
Tight Lines Fly Fishing Company prides itself in being a full-service fly fishing shop.  
From the first day we opened our doors in Feb. of 2001, we were committed to offering 
much more than just a retail shop selling equipment, flies, clothing, and accessories.  
Tight Lines has always offered guided trips for trout, smallmouth bass, and other species 
(on request) throughout Wisconsin.  We have also served as an outfitter, offering hosted 
trips to Montana and the Bahamas for those interested in pursuing western trout or 
bonefish.  We strive for the absolute best outdoor experience for our clients; not only can 
our guides take you to the fish, but they can teach you to fly fish.  They are all First Aid 
and CPR certified as well.  Service and safety are our two most important goals.     
 
We sincerely appreciate your business, and thank you for your support.   
 
Booking your first trip (rates, deposits, and cancellations) 
 
Guide trips are booked by calling Tight Lines Fly Shop at 1-920-336-4106 or visiting us 
at the shop.  Trip rates for the 2008 calendar year are as follows: 
 

        
                    Smallmouth driftboat trip:  $395*/day for one or two people 

  (*does not include guide gratuity) 



 

 
A $100.00 deposit is required for each booked day per guide of any trip, and deposits are 
not refundable unless your guide cancels a trip in the event of extenuating circumstances 
(usually weather related).  If a client cancels a trip, the deposit may be applied to a future 
trip if another day can be booked. 
  
At the time of booking, a specific guide may be requested if he is available, otherwise a 
guide is usually assigned several days prior to a trip according to availability.  Your guide 
will contact you several days before the trip to arrange a meeting time and place.  He will 
also discuss details of the trip, including appropriate gear to bring, tackle needs, and food 
preferences.     
 
Accommodations-   
 

The Four Seasons Hotel 

 
 
The Four Seasons Club 
N16800 Shoreline Drive 
Pembine, WI 54156  
Phone: (715)324-5244 or (877)324-5244 
Fax (715)324-5153  
www.thefourseasonsclub.com 
Shop rates of 79.95 mid week and 99.00 weekend-must book early! Serves a basic Cont. 
Breakfast. 
 
 
 



 

The Grand Hotel-Pembine WI 
Junction Hwys 8 & 141 
PO Box 67 
Pembine, WI 54156 
715-324-5417 
Rates starting at $49.95-$59.95  
 
*If you are staying at the Four Seasons or the Grand the Guide will pick you up on the hotel 
doorstep the morning of the trip! 
 
Local Restaurants- 
 

Boundary Waters Sports Bar and Grill-  located inside the Four 
Seasons Resort lower level. 1-877-324-5244  
Johnathan’s Italian Bistro- located inside the Four Seasons resort main level 1-877-
324-5244  
 

Paris in Pembine- Great food!   
N18727 Sauld St 
Pembine, WI 54156 
715-324-6732       
 
Mary’s Place- Great north woods Breakfast 10 minutes from the Four Seasons-A true 
local’s breakfast spot. Guides use Mary’s as a meeting place to pick up clients for day 
trips.  
 
N17480 US Highway 141 
Pembine, WI 54156-9777 
715-324-5545            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 What is included and what should I expect on a Tight Lines guided trip? 
 
Tight Lines guide trips are ‘all inclusive’ with a minimum of about eight hours of fishing 
(weather permitting).  All terminal tackle is provided (leaders, tippet, and flies).  
Although most clients typically bring their own rods, reels, and lines, we can supply 
appropriate equipment upon request.  All trips also include a nutritious lunch, snacks, and 
nonalcoholic beverages.  There are no ‘hidden fees’ in a Tight Lines guided fishing trip. 
 

 What should I bring?  What should I not bring? 
 
Several days prior to your trip, your guide will contact you to arrange a meeting time and 
place, discuss equipment needs, recommend flies (if you wish to tie and bring your own), 
and answer any questions.  Please notify your guide of any special dietary needs, and we 
will do our best to accommodate you. 
 
The following is required of all clients: 
 

1. A valid Wisconsin fishing license.  If you are coming from out of state this 
can be purchased on our home page of our website on the links page.  (with 
inland trout stamp for trout trips) (note that a valid Michigan license can be 
used for trips on the Menominee River)  

 
In addition, we strongly recommend the following: 
  

2. Polarized sunglasses-MUST HAVE (eye protection) 
 3. Raingear 
 4. Clothing appropriate to weather conditions: 
     (e.g. quick drying shirts and shorts/pants in summer; fleece for cooler weather) 
 5. Sunscreen and bug dope 
 6. Small towel 
 7. Change of clothes 
 8. Sandals or other shoes that can get wet (for getting in/out of driftboat) 
 9. Camera 
 10. Binoculars 
 11. Personal medication (if needed) 
 
  
We are more than happy to recommend flies, but given the constantly-changing feeding 
habits of our quarry and seasonal insect hatches, we recommend you call the shop or talk 
to your guide for specific fly patterns and sizes. 
 
 
 
 



 

Please note that the following are NOT PERMITTED  on our trips: 
 

1. Alcoholic beverages (for obvious safety concerns) 
2. Firearms, knives, or other dangerous weapons 
3. Rude, inconsiderate, or unsafe behavior 
4. Finally, if you wish to smoke, please be considerate of our non-smoking staff 

and clients by asking first.  Thank you. 
 

 What kind of equipment (rod and reel) should I bring for a guide trip? 
 

 
1. Smallmouth Bass: We strongly recommend a modern 8 ½’ to 9’ graphite fly rod 

matched to a 7 or 8 weight, weight forward, Bass Bug taper (RIO Clouser) 
floating fly line.  The rod should be matched with a durable, click-drag or disc-
drag reel capable of holding the fly line and 100 yards of 20 lb backing.   
Although lighter rods can be used to catch smallmouth bass, we use 8-weights 
primarily because they allow the angler to cast large flies with ease and quickly 
fight a fish in heavy current (critical to releasing a fish with best possibility of 
survival). 

 
 Do I need to make a reservation for a trip or will you take a ‘walk in’? 

 
Yes, we strongly recommend you make a reservation.  On most days during the summer 
guide season, most or all of the guides are on the water.  It is seldom the case that you can 
‘walk in’ to the shop and book a trip for the next day.   Many of our repeat customers 
book trips a year ahead of time. 
 

 Is there a deposit required for all trips?  How do I pay for my trips? 
 
Yes, a deposit of $100 per day per guide is required.  We accept check, cash, and major 
credit cards.  You can call or stop by the shop to make deposits or pay for trips.  We 
expect payment for the balance of a trip within 24 hours of the completion of a trip, 
unless other arrangements have been made in advance.   
 
 

 What if I have to cancel a trip?  What is your refund policy? 
 
We do not provide refunds if you cancel a trip; however, the deposit may be applied to a 
future trip if cancellation occurs 4 weeks before the trip date.  If the shop cancels a trip, 
for example due to inclement weather, you may ask for your deposit or apply it to a 
future trip.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 What if it is raining on the day of my trip? 
 
As long as the weather isn’t dangerous on the day of a trip (lightning or flooding), 
inclement weather will not cause a cancellation.  Often some of the best fishing occurs 
during poor weather. 
 

 What happens if the weather turns bad or dangerous during my trip? 
 
Safety is the primary concern of your guide on a Tight Lines guided trip.  Summer in 
Wisconsin can bring dangerous weather with deadly lightning.  We ask that you heed the 
recommendation of your guide if he requests that you stop fishing, get out of the water 
(or boat), and seek shelter in the event of dangerous weather.   

Please keep in mind that many trips are true wilderness experiences, especially 
our driftboat trips.  In some instances your plans may be delayed when bad weather 
forces a change in the trip.  
 

 Where will we meet on the day of my trip? 
 
That depends.  Many of our trips are held on waters several hours from the Tight Lines 
Fly Shop.  You and your guide will discuss a meeting place several days before your trip.  
For some trips you might meet at the shop and travel together; however, for many trips 
(such as trout trips in southwest Wisconsin), your guide will give you a meeting location 
close to the stream you are going to fish. 
 

 Where will we fish? 
 
That depends on a number of factors, foremost the species you are fishing for and the 
water conditions.  In general, our trout wade trips are held in the spring-creek region of 
southwestern Wisconsin.  We have any number of ‘blue-ribbon’ streams to pick from in 
this area.   

Smallmouth trips are by driftboat and generally held on one of several larger 
rivers in northeastern Wisconsin.   
 
 
 

 What is a reasonable tip for a guide? 
 
Remember to bring some cash to tip your guides. A gratuity (tip) is customary in the fly 
fishing world--yet be that as it may, there is oftentimes confusion, and we are routinely 
asked how much to tip a guide? As a general rule of thumb, if you receive good service 
from your guide, take care of him. The average tip our guides receive is $50.00-$100.00 
per boat, per day; however, if you feel the guide did an excellent job, let the tip reflect 
it. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 Can we take three people on a trip with one guide? 
 
No.  For safety and legal reasons, only two anglers can be in a driftboat with the guide.  
On wading trips in trout streams, three or more anglers often makes for a crowded fishing 
experience and less attention from your guide.  As a rule, we do not offer guide trips for 
more than two people without booking a second guide. 
 
 
 

 What can I do to prepare for a trip? 
 
Without hesitation, we recommend that clients work on their basic casting skills.  To us 
that means casting accurately over normal ‘fishing’ distances, casting with a minimum of 
false casts, mending the fly for drag-free drifts, and imparting action to the fly as needed.  
We strongly recommend you practice casting to distances between 20’ and 50’ using 
targets roughly the size of hula hoops.   

Learning to cast during a guided trip is often frustrating and takes away from 
valuable fishing time.  If you are struggling with your casting skills, consider calling the 
shop and taking a basic casting lesson before your trip.  A lesson is a small investment 
considering the cost of a guided fishing trip.   If you improve your casting, we guarantee 
you will catch more fish and maximize your enjoyment of the guided fishing experience.      
 

 How long does a typical guided trip last? 
 
A guided trip lasts a minimum of eight hours (water time) excluding travel.  At Tight 
Lines our guides don’t operate ‘on the clock.’  We want to maximize your fishing 
experience.  On many occasions our guides have returned late in the evening after 
marathon days on the water when the fishing was good.  But on a typical day, you will be 
on the water between 9 and 10 am and off the water between 6 and 8 pm.  If you have a 
schedule to keep, please let your guide know so he can adjust accordingly.  But what is 
more important than fishing?    
 

 How many fish will I catch? 
 
We could give you the old phrase “…that’s why they call it ‘fishing’ and not ‘catching’” 
and say “however many you catch.”  But it is fair to have expectations.  We can’t 
guarantee how many fish you’re going to catch.  On any given day, we would estimate 
that two anglers have a good shot at between 10 and 30 fish, collectively.  But we’ve seen 
days with five fish and some with fifty.  We can guarantee that you that we will take you 
to some of the most beautiful country in Wisconsin, where trout or smallmouth are 
abundant, show you the best techniques and flies, and work our hardest to have you 
succeed as fly anglers.   
 



 

 
 
 

 How many fish can I keep? 
 
None.  All Tight Lines guided trips are strictly catch-and-release, barbless-hooks-only.  
Please don’t misunderstand.  We are not opposed to legal catch-and-keep fishing.  
However, we want to minimize our impact on the waters we regularly utilize for our 
trips.  We encourage our customers to fight and release fish as quickly as possible.   
 
 
 
If you have any other questions feel free to give the shop a call.  We are all very happy to 
help. 
 
Tight Lines, 
 
Tim, Charlie, Bart, Nate, Nelson, Matt 
 
Tight Lines Fly Fishing Co. 
1534 Mid Valley Dr. 
DePere, WI 54115 
920-336-4106 
www.tightlinesflyshop.com 
 

 
 


